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August 9, 2026

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Today’s Scripture Readings

FIRST READING: The LORD said to Elijah: “Stand on the mountain; the LORD will be passing by”
(1 Kings 19:9a, 11-13a).

PSALM: Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation (Psalm 85).

SECOND READING: To the Israelites belong the covenants, the law, and the patriarchs; and from
them comes the Christ (Romans 9:1-5).

GOSPEL: As Jesus walked on the sea, the disciples were terrified (Matthew 14:22-33).

LITURGICAL REFLECTION: THE PRESENCE OF GOD - After the miracle of Jesus walking on water, the
disciples exclaimed, “Truly, you are the Son of God” (Matthew 14:33). Most Christians will probably never
experience such a dramatic miracle. Like Elijah, we await the manifestation of God in other moments.
Perhaps the biggest challenge for the believer is to be constantly attuned to the possible presence of God in
the everyday events of life. This is a stance that takes some people years to develop. Others seem to find
the Lord easily in the simple things. As the week unfolds, let us look for the presence of God in the little
things around us. Perhaps, like Elijah, we will be surprised at what we find. And, like the disciples, we can

add our voice to the confession, “Truly you are the Son of God.”
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LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR LCTORS AND ALTAR SERVERS

5:30PM Saturday, Aug 15t 9:00 AM Sunday, Aug 16th
Lector: Rick Maser Lector: Denise Lakatos

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK -- (August 109 - August 16t)

MON 8/10 T7:00AM..... Living & Deceased Benefactors & the Franciscan Community
TUES 8/11 T7:00AM. . .+ Gerri Tavalsky & Son, Joe - (Husband & Father, Joe Tavalsky)
WED 8/12 T:00AM..... For Living & Deceased Members of the Kamnikar/Gardill Family
THURS 8/13 T7:00AM.. . + Matilda & Martin Simcic

FRI 8/14 T:00AM... + Fr. Richard Rogan - (St. Anne Parish Family)

SAT 8/15 5:30PM... .. For the Intention of Sr. Maria of Jesus, O.C.D.

SUN 8/16 9:00AM.. + Holy Souls in Purgatory - (Bob Kuhns)
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Stewardship Reflections:

Stewardship spirituality invites us to surren-
der control of our lives to God in grateful recogni-
tion that all that we have is a gift from Him. While
today’s readings remind us that, of course, God is
always in control of His creation and His creatures,
they illustrate what amazing things can happen
when we fully permit God to take charge of our
lives — in other words, what can happen when we
embrace the stewardship way of life.

In our First Reading, from the First Book of
Kings, Elijah the prophet is instructed to go outside
and wait for the Lord. Elijah goes out and a series
of spectacular phenomena occur — strong and
heavy winds that crush rocks, followed by an earth-
quake, and then a fire. Yet, the Lord was not found
in any of those. Rather, the Almighty was found in a
‘tiny whispering sound.” It is all too easy to fail to
recognize His presence and gifts in our lives - tak-
ing things like friends, family, material gifts, and
even God Himself for granted.

When we embrace the stewardship way of
life - letting go of a tight hold over our money, our
time and our talents - our lives become a grand ad-
venture, rooted firmly and gratefully in the God Who
always cares for us.

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
Aug 15t & 2", 2026

Weekly $ 2,083.00
Monthly $ 175.00
Assumption $ 40.00
Building Fund $ 10.00
Home Mission $ 10.00
Catholic Communication $ 10.00
Peter's Pence $ 10.00
Poor Box $ 86.00

Thank you for your continued support of St. Anne’s Par-
ish! Please remember in your prayers the deceased pa-
rishioners and benefactors of our parish. God Bless!

We are hosting the group from
Holy Grotto Wood Carving
from the Holy Land on this weekend,
Aug 8™ & 9™
Christian families in the Holy Land continue the
ancient tradition of carving olive wood, using
trees grown in the land where Jesus lived and
walked. Today, these families face great chal-
lenges, and this craft remains one of their pri-
mary sources of income. Your support through
the purchase of these handmade items helps
sustain their faith, their families, and their
presence in the Holy Land. Thank you for stand-
ing with them in prayer and love.
A work of Faith & Hope.

” Sincere Condolences — The St. Anne
. Community would like to offer our
sincere condolences to the family of
Mary Agnes Markum who was called
to her eternal reward. May God grant
His eternal rest to Mary Agnes and
peace and consolation to her family.

Catholic Ministries
DRIVE
Thank you to the 28 families who have
pledged as of July 9% to our Catholic
Ministries goal. This reflects a 32% family
participation rate, an increase from last
year’s participation of 26%. You can still
make a pledge/donation. Any funds
received over our goal will continue to be
returned to St. Anne’s Parish.

- S REG!S
Religious Ed Registration News }Gno\ﬁ

All students entering our program will need to
complete a registration form and provide a copy
of their baptismal certificate.

In the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown the
sacrament of Confirmation is a three-year
program in preparation for receiving the
sacrament. This will include all students in the
ninth grade - those in our Religious Education
Program, students enrolled in Bishop McCort
High School, and home-schooled children.
Bishop McCort students and home-schooled
children will need to complete a registration
form.

If your child is entering second grade
at Divine Mercy or is home schooled, they are
required to participate in the 2" Grade
religious education program to make their
First Confession & Holy Eucharist.

Registration forms are in the back of the
church. They can be put info the collection
basket or returned to the rectory by the end of
August.

Any student leaving our Religious Education
Program is asked to notify the Rectory.




Fishers of Men Vocation Appeal
REMINDER
As our number of seminarians increases, the cost
of their formation also rises. This is a good prob-
lem to have! But we need your support to fund
their formation, which costs approximately $65,000
per year for tuition, room and board, and health in-
surance. We've also added excellent new programs
to reach young men; so we expect our number of
seminarians to increase even further! To support
our seminarians and those increased efforts,
please give using the envelope or at ajvoca-
tions.org/give

Community News & Events

Divine Mercy Prayer Group next get together will be
Wed. Aug. 12th at 3pm and also 6:30pm. Don’t
hesitate! Come join us and bring a Friend! Best
HOUR, well spent, that goes so quickly!!

Proclaim invites you to...

A Night with the Altoona Curve
In celebration of the 125" Anniversary of the
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. Friday,
August 14, Picnic Supper at 5PM Game at 6PM.
Tickets are only $9/ Adults and 7/Kids 3-12.
Picnic is included with ticket purchase. To
purchase tickets , contact Corey Homan at 814-
283-3128 or choman@altoonacruve.com

Bishop Mark Bartchak and the Family Life
Office cordially invite all couples celebrating 1,
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 55,
60+ years of marriage in 2026 (and their
families) to attend the Annual Wedding
Anniversary Liturgy. Couples may attend
Sunday, September 13™ in ALTOONA at
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament or

Sunday, September 20™ in JOHNSTOWN at
St. John Gualbert Cathedral. Both locations are
handicap accessible. Liturgies in each location
begin at 2:00 p.m. Most Rev. Bishop Mark will
be the celebrant and homilist at each
celebration. Refreshments/snacks will be
available after the mass for anniversary couples
and their families. Reservations must be made
through your parish for either celebration by
Friday, September 11th.

DIOCESAN FAMILY CONFERENCE CELE-
BRATING THE 125TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE DIOCESE. The diocesan family confer-
ence will be held on Saturday, September
19th at Bishop Carroll Catholic High
School, Ebensburg. This conference has been
designed for every generation, from young chil-
dren and teens to parents, grandparents,
clergy and parish leaders. This day includes
the annual Men’s and Women’s Conferences,
Shycon (also a discipleship event for Senior
High Confirmation candidates) and Junior High
Youth Day.

This day-long event will offer inspiring
keynote presentations, engaging break-out
sessions, opportunities for prayer and fellow-
ship, food and the Vigil Mass for Sunday. You
may register online at: dioceseaj.org or copies
of the registration booklet are available in the
vestibule, or by contacting the parish office.
Please also prayerfully consider being a Spon-
sor for this day. Information on the day and to
be a sponsor are in the registration booklet.
For additional information contact Francine
Swope at fswope@dioceseaj.org OR (814)317-
2646.

Journey Through Loss
This nine-week Christian based program is for
adults who are grieving the death of a loved one.

Each session includes time to:

- Listen to or share experiences and feelings
with others who understand your pain.

- Learn about grief and what to expect.

- Open your heart to Jesus as you learn to live a
life that has radically changed.

Journey Through Loss will be offered at Holy
Family Parish in Portage on Wednesdays,
July 29 - Sept 30™ 6:30 PM-8:00 PM (We
will gather in the Parish Hall, under the Church.)
Thoughts from participants in Journey Through
Loss:

"It was a prayerful time, a time for memories,
tears, laughter, and sharing.”

"The group helped me to realize I am not alone in
my grief; and my feelings and difficulties after
such a loss are part of the grief process.”

To register or for more information contact
Mary Petrak 814-502-6076, mfpetrak@hot-
mail.com.
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