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Fifth Sunday of Lent

FIRST READING: Thus says the LORD GOD: | will open your graves, have you rise from them, and
settle you on your land. (Ezekiel 37:12-14).

PSALM: The Lord is kind and saves us (Psalm 130).

SECOND READING: If Christ is in you, the spirit is alive even if the body is dead because of sin
(Romans 8:8-11).

GOSPEL: Lazarus, dead for four days, came out of his tomb when Jesus called his nhame.
Many of those who had seen what had happened began to believe in Jesus
(John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]).

LITURGICAL REFLECTION: LIFE FROM GOD

As we approach Holy Week, our readings speak of a God who, in the midst of death, brings new life to the
people. In Ezekiel, we hear that God will open the graves of the people of Israel, who faced near extinction.
In the Gospel of John, Jesus gives new life to Lazarus in a manner that prefigures the resurrection of Jesus.
Paul tells the Romans that in Christ, God will not only give life to our bodies after death, but God offers us
abundant life here and now. We observe that the external conditions for the people described in these
readings did not radically change. Israel was still in exile. Lazarus would eventually face death again. But
now God’s presence and power are revealed. Even when our situation in life is difficult and perhaps not
likely to change soon, we remember that the Spirit dwells within us. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR LECTORS

5:30PM Saturday, March 28th 9:00 AM Sunday, March 29th
Lector: Ed Olshefski Lector: Denise Lakatos
Elaine Angus Linda Lopez

Mass Intentions for the Week: (March 23 - March 24th)

MON 03/23 7:00AM.... For; the Intention of Sr. Ann Magdalene of the Blessed Sacrament
TUES 03/24 7:00AM... + (B) Rich Poplinski- (Wife, Connie)

WED 03/25 7:00AM... + John Binh Pham - (Thien & Ngoan Tran)

THURS 03/26 7:00AM...+ Thomas Blair - (Cheryl & Mary Lou))

FRI 03/27 T7:00AM. .. + Martin & Matilda Simcic

SAT 03/28 5:30PM.. .+ Martin Golias - (Nadine Golias)

SUN 03/29 9:00AM... + Rosalie Verhovsek - (Ester & Hank Hughes)
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Stewardship Reflections: At this point in our
Lenten journey, it is tempting to grow weary of the
spiritual disciplines we have taken on. Today’s
readings inspire us to remain faithful, in grateful re-
sponse to a God who loves us so much. What'’s
more, these readings give us wonderful guidance
on just how to make this grateful response.

The disciplines of Lent and the disciplines of
a stewardship way of life are wonderful gifts that
free us from too great an attachment to ‘the flesh.’
The sacrifices we make in a particular way during
this holy season, and every day when we truly em-
brace a stewardship way of life, are not meant to
restrict our freedom and joy. Quite the contrary —
they are tools to help us find the real freedom and
joy that only come when we make room in our lives
for God. In fact, the more we allow God to take over
every aspect of our lives, the freer and more joyful
we become.

As we journey ever closer to the powerful
days of Palm Sunday, Holy Week, and the Passion
and Resurrection of our Lord, let us intensify our
Lenten resolutions and our stewardship way of life.
Let us invite the Holy Spirit to take over more and
more of our lives. By Easter, we will be freer to re-
joice in Him and truly pleasing to God.

St Anne Basket Party

Sunday, April 12, 2026
Held at St. Therese Social Hall -
Admission $10 -- includes a
spaghetti dinner
+25 chances on over 100 baskets!
Additional basket tickets -- $5/for 25 chances
Tickets on Large Prizes also available to purchase
Doors open at 11:00AM
Drawing will begin at 2:00PM
Call Janet at 814-241-6198 to reserve your
ticket today!!
Dinner tickets going fast!
You don’t want to miss out on a delicious
spaghetti dinner

Soft Walk Through — Saturday April 11" from
4:00PM —7:00 PM -
25 basket chances for only $5 - No Meal
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Children’s Easter Breakfast and Party
The children’s Easter breakfast and party will be
held on Saturday, March 28" at 10:00 AM, at the
Social Hall. Sponsored by the KOC Council
#10409, the St Therese Card Party, and the
Christian Mothers, for children 12 and under.
(Parents & siblings are welcomed to come and eat.)
Please complete the registration form found in the
back of church and return no later than
TODAY, March 22"

Stations of the Cross....will be held
¢ ®» every Friday during Lent at 6:40AM

" before the 7:00AM Mass. We hope

//,} you join us in prayer.
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Catholic Ministries
DRIVE
gent TO Serve
The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive

During Lent, and throughout the year, we are
challenged to renew our spiritual devotions and
duties- and one of those holy duties is to support
our Church. This year’'s theme, Sent To Serve,
reminds us that, by virtue of our baptism, each of
us has been Sent to Serve, entrusted with gifts that
are meant to be shared for the good of others.
Saint Peter teaches us, “As each one has received
a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards
of God'’s caried grace” (1Peter 4:10)
Our parish goal this year is $6,400. We would
like not only try to reach our goal this year, but
increase our parish participation. There are pledge
cards in the back of Church. Please prayerfully
consider making a pledge or one time offering.

Thank you for your generous support of the
Catholic Relief Services Collection and for
revealing Christ’s love to those who are poor
and marginalized around the world. If you
missed the collection, it's not too late to give.
Just visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections for
more information.

Community News & Events

Last week to get the best Piroghi in town
from St. Therese !!!

Piroghi will not be made during Holy Week.
A sign-up sheet is in the back of church or you
can call 814-539-7633 on Monday from 9-11AM.

Pick up your order on
Thursday Noon — 2PM or Friday 10AM to Noon in
the St Therese Social Hall.

Cost is $8.50 dozen
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HITMIX MUSIC BINGO - Will be held

on Saturday, April 25" at St. Francis Activity
Center at 134 Barron Avenue, Johnstown. Doors
open at 4:30 PM with first game beginning at
7:00PM. Tickets are $25 each which includes
turkey dinner and non-alcoholic beverages, one
bingo card for each game, and cash prizes every
half hour. Also available for purchase are extra
bingo cards, Qualifiers, 50/50, chances on baskets
and $10 beer bracelets. Cash bar. NO OUTSIDE
ALCOHOL PERMITTED. Must be 18 or older to
participate! Please contact Fran King at 814-536-
3667 with any questions!


http://www.usccb.org/nationalcollections

Praying the Stations with Mary
On Friday, March 27t at 6:30PM
St Clements Church will be praying the version
of the stations of the Cross entitled
Praying the Stations with Mary, the Mother
of Jesus. This is a moving account of Jesus’
Passion as told through the eyes of his Mother.

Volunteers
Needed!
W
\ |
Interim Hospice
Interim Hospice is currently seeking volunteers in a
variety of roles, including Direct Patient Support,
Administrative Assistance, Veteran to Veteran
Support, Pet Therapy, Hairdressing Services, and
more. If you are interested in volunteering with us,
please contact
Candice Beam, Volunteer Care Coordinator
@ 814-262-8305 or
email @Cbeam@interim-health.com

Young Adult Group (18-39): March is our 3-year
anniversary. With over 210 participants to date and
new members still joining monthly, we are excited
to welcome Metropolitan Archbishop William Skurla
as our March 25" speaker at the Boulevard Grill at
6pm. He is an Eastern Catholic Archbishop who
has already spent a few months with Pope Leo in
Rome and will be speaking on Eastern and
Western Catholicism, Pope Leo, and Eastern
Franciscan Spirituality. All young adults (18-39) are
invited! There is no cost to attend. For more
information contact Geoffrey Stumpo at (814) 659-
7415 or geoffstumpo@gmail.com

FIFTH
SUNDAY

OF LENT

AREA PENANCE SERVICES

During the season of Lent, Catholics are encouraged to seek God’s healing and forgiveness through
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The following is a schedule of Communal Penance Services.

Our Mother of Sorrows
St Francis of Assisi (West End Churches)
St Elizabeth Ann Seton

St John Gualbert Cathedral
St Benedict

St. Patrick
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Tuesday, March 23 and Wednesday March 24t at 6PM
Wednesday, March 25" at 5PM

Tuesday March 25" at 6PM

Friday, March 26t at 6PM

Monday, March 30t at 5PM

Tuesday, March 31st at 6PM
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