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March 8, 2026

Third Sunday of Lent

FIRST READING: When the people grumbled to Moses for water in the desert, the LORD heard

and brought forth water from the rock for all to drink (Exodus 17:3-7).
PSALM: If today you hear his voice, hardened not your hearts. (Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9)
SECOND READING: God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit

(Romans 5:1-2, 5-8).

GOSPEL.: Ask, and you will be given living water so that you will never thirst again
(John 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]).

LITURGICAL REFLECTION: GOD EVER PURSUES US

We hear today of God’s unrelenting pursuit of us. Our readings tell stories of God’s intense desire to share the
divine life with us. From Exodus, we see how God shows endless persistence and compassion, even to those
who grumble against God, or seem to have forgotten God. From the Gospel of John, we hear of how Jesus, in
his extended conversation with the Samaritan woman, gives her dignity, names uncomfortable truths, and
gradually leads her into a new path of faith. We can have confidence that as we bring our own confusions, fears,
and failings to God, we may receive God’s mercy and forgiveness. God always persists and continually finds
new ways to invite people into unity with God. As Paul describes in Romans, in the cross we see how God will

go to any length to demonstrate the depth and breadth of divine love.
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WEEKLY PARISH EVENTS CALENDAR

MON 3/09
TUES 3110 8:00AM Peel potatoes for piroghi’s
6:00PM Holy Name Meeting Church Hall
7:00PM Knights of Columbus Meeting Church Hall
WED 311
THURS 312 8:00AM Piroghi Project
FRI 3113 4:00PM Stations of the Cross
SAT 3114 3:00PM Confession

NEXT SUN 3/15

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK: (March 9" — March 15%")

MON 3009 ........ 7:50AM. . . . .. + (B) Marsha Loncella — (Cousin, Sandra Huston)
TUES 310 . ....... 7:50AM. . . . .. + Dominec Petrore — (Anne Figart)

WED 3M........ 7:50AM . . .. .. + Rita Ozog - (Florence Warfel)

THUR 312 ....... 7:30AM . . .. .. + Martin & Matilda Simcic- (Family)

FRI 313 ........ 7:50AM. . . .. .. + Edward Pavlosky - (Margaret Sendliri)

SAT 3nNg........ 4:00PM . . .. .. + Donald & Anna Kris — (Family)

SUN 3M5........ 7:30AM . . . . .. + Randy Giriffiths - (Sister, Gina & Mike Koslin)

..... 10:30AM . . ... .+ (B) Bernie Forgas — (Daughter, Terri & Patrick Mulvehill)
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Sunday, March 8, 2026

Stewardship Reflections: Today's readings on this
third Sunday of Lent presents us with the theme of
“thirst" and show us that a stewardship way of life
can both satisfy our spiritual thirst for Christ and
help us to satisfy Christ's thirst for souls.

For some mysterious reason, God has chosen to
include us in His plan for bringing all people to
salvation through Him. We live out our part in His
plan through a stewardship way of life. It isan
indescribable privilege to live this way. Yet, our Lord
does not wish us to be concerned about our
unworthiness for such a high calling. He demonstrates
this throughout the Scriptures by calling the
“unworthy.” In today's passage, He chooses the
Samaritan women. She is a woman with a "past” and
even a current living situation that is scandalous. But
He calls her to conversion, and she responds to His
call, becoming a disciple for her whole village.

He is calling to us too, to live as His modern-day
disciples. This Lent, let us resolve to respond to His
call with passion and commitment. Let us do our part
to quench His thirst for the salvation of all.

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS
(Feb 28t — March 1%, 2025)

Weekly ... $ 4,630.00
Building Fund  ............ $ 565.00
Energy ... $ 10.00
Easter Flowers ............ $ 130.00

i Lenten Piroghi Project - continues each week
| through March 26™ (3 more weeks)

Piroghi will not be made during Holy Week.
Donations of Robin Hood flour (regular), butter,
potatoes, and monetary gifts are always

| appreciated.

A sign up sheet will be in the vestibule this
weekend March 7™ - March 8™ or you can

i phone the office Monday March 9™ between 9-
11AM. No orders will be taken after 11.
Pick-up is Thursday 12™ 11-2PM or Friday,
March 13™ from 10-12.
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All that's missing is m /

If you have any spare time and would like to help
with the Piroghi Project, please feel free to stop
over. No Experience necessary!ll
New volunteers are always welcomed!!

Stations of the Cross - will be held
every Friday during Lent at 4PM.

Catholic Ministries
DRIVE

Cent To Cerve
The 2026 Catholic Ministries Drive Today, is
Commitment Weekend for the 2026 Catholic
Ministries Drive. Your sacrificial gift o prayer
and treasure will make an immediate and lasting
impact on our ministries that focus on
evangelization, serving those in need and
formation of our priest and deacon.
During Lent, and throughout the year, we are
challenged to renew our spiritual devotions and
duties- and one of those holy duties is o
support our Church. This year's theme, Sent To
Serve, reminds us that, by virtue of our baptism,
each of us has been Sent o Serve, entrusted
with gifts that are meant to be shared for the
good of others. Saint Peter teaches us, "As
each one has received a gift, use it to serve one
another as good stewards of God's caried grace”
(1Peter 4:10)
If you did not bring your pledge card to mass
this weekend, or send it in this past week, please
prayerfully consider donating this coming week
or in the future. Our diocese's ministries need
your support.
Our parish goal this year is $23,100. We
would not only try to reach our goal this year,
but increase our parish participation. If you did
not receive a letter from the Bishop there will
be pledge cards in the back of Church. Please
prayerfully consider making a pledge or one time
offering.

Holy Name Society will be taking orders for
pies from the Pie Shoppe in Laughlintown. Order
forms are in the vestibule. Orders and
payments can be placed in the collection baskeft.
Checks should be made out to the Holy Name
Society. Last day to order is March 15™.
Pies can be picked up after all Mass March 28™
& 29™ in the church hall.

We will be selling chances for a
EASTER MONEY TREE worth
$250.00
Chances are $1 for one -6 for
$5.00
Drawing will be held on Sunday,
March 22" after the 10:30 Mass.




Holy Name Society will hold their monthly
meeting on Tuesday, March 10™ at 6PM in the
Church Hall.

KOC Council #10409 - This month's meeting will
be held Tuesday, March 10™ at 7PM in the
Church Hall.
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Children's Easter Breakfast and Party
The children’'s Easter breakfast and party will
be held on Saturday, March 28™ at 10:00 AM,
at the Social Hall. Sponsored by the KOC Council
#10409, the St Therese Card Party, and the
Christian Mothers, for children 12 and under.
(Parents & siblings are welcomed to come and
eat.) Please complete the registration form
found in the back of church and return no later
than March 22"

CRS Rice Bowl - Our CCD students as well as our
Ocspice Parishioners will be participating in CRS
BOWL  Rice Bowl Catholic Relief Services Lenten
program once again. Please take one home
and use this fun and easy resource to
deepen your family's Lenten experience and
make a difference in the lives of the poor.
CCD student please return Rice Bowls by Palm
Sunday, March 29™.

Divine Mercy Prayer Group next get together
will be Wed. March 11th 3pm or 6:30pm. Bring a
Friend and join us as we journey through the life
and spiritual relationship of St. Faustina and
Jesus that she reveals to us in The Diary. We
discuss some of the entries in her diary and pray
the Chaplet. We also discuss our plans for
Service Projects that we perform showing
Mercy out and about in our community.

Come see what we are all about and feel the
spiritual rewards for a Fruitful Lent.

Info: Cathy 814-288-1126 or Lolly 814-659-8717
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Mom's House, Inc of Johnstown invites you to
Trivia Night, Tuesday, March 24™ at the Blvd.
Grill.

Doors open at 5PM- First question is at 6PM.
Admission includes food, drinks, and dessert.
Teams of up to 8 people- $25 per person.
Prizes for the top 3 teams. Call Allegra or Rose
at 814-535-4848 for team registration or
information.

St Anne Basket Party
Sunday, April 12, 2026 Therese Social
Hall -

Admission $10 -- includes a spaghetti dinner
+25 chances on over 100 baskets!
Additional basket tickets -- $5/for 25 chances
Tickets on Large Prizes also available to
purchase
Doors open at 11AM Drawing begins at 2PM
Call Janet at 814-241-6198 to reserve
your ticket today!!
Dinner tickets going fast!

Soft Walk Through - Saturday April 11™ from
4:00PM - 7:00 PM -
25 basket chances for only $5 - No Meal

THIRD
SUNDAY
OF LENT

g Wi
Fish Fry
Annual Fish Fry Visitation Parish
will hold their annual Fish Fry every Friday
during Lent (except on Good Friday) from 11:00
AM until 6:00 PM. The cost is $14 dollars. The
menu includes an 8 oz. Fish Sandwich with
coleslaw and with a choice of macaroni and
cheese, French fries, or sweet Potato fries.
Gobs are also available for purchase $2.50 each.
Delivery available within 5 miles call 814-341-
0785.

SS Gregory & Barnabas Fish Fry
Fridays during Lent. Dine in & Take out orders

St Gregory St Barnabas
120 Boltz St 408 Luzon Ave
Daisytown  4-6:30PM

Good Friday meals at St Gregory form 3-6:30PM
No Phone Orders

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton will be having a
Lenten Fish Fry, every Friday of Lent, now
until March 27™, from 1lam-6pm or until sold

out. Take out orders only, No Phone Orders.
All our food is made fresh from our own kitchen,
homemade baked goods available.
There will be a modified a la carte menu for this
year.
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HITMIX MUSIC BINGO - Will be held

on Saturday, April 25™ at St. Francis Activity
Center at 134 Barron Avenue, Johnstown. Doors
open at 4:30 PM with first game beginning at
7:00PM. Tickets are $25 each which includes
turkey dinner and non-alcoholic beverages, one
bingo card for each game, and cash prizes every
half hour. Also available for purchase are extra
bingo cards, Qualifiers, 50/50, chances on
baskets and $10 beer bracelets. Cash bar. NO
OUTSIDE ALCOHOL PERMITTED. Must be 18
or older to participate! Please contact Fran King
at 814-536-3667 with any questions!

St Clare of Assisi Parish Nut Roll,
Poppyseed, & Braided Bread Fundraiser
Fresh - Homemade - Delicious
Support our fundraiser by purchasing traditional
baked goods made with care!
Available Ttems

- Nut Roll ($15/each)
- Poppyseed Roll ($15/each)
- Braided Sweet Bread ($5/each)
Order Early!

Limited Quantities Available Call (814) 535-1133
to place your order.

PICK-UP IN SCHOOL HALL Nut Roll and
Poppyseed Roll Pick-up; Friday, 03/27, and
Saturday, 03/28 (10am-6pm): Pick up for the
Braided Bread is Saturday, 03/28 (10am-6pm)

Piexrced

“Not the end, only the beginning

A 90-minute intense theatrical production of
the life of Jesus
April 2, 3, & 4 - 7PM Nightly
(Doors open at 6PM)
Free Admission
Greater Johnstown Christian Fellowship
3429 Elton Road
814-266-2322

shutterstock.com - 2611538443

Praying the Stations with Mary

On Friday, March 27™ at 6:30PM, at
St Clements Church will be praying the
version of the stations of the Cross entitled
Praying the Stations with Mary, the
Mother of Jesus. This is a moving account
of Jesus' Passion as told through the eyes of
his Mother.
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St. FRANCIS CHURCH MEN'S CLUB MEAT
RAFFLE - MARCH 15th - Tickets are on sale
and are $5.00 each. The event is on Sunday,
March 15th at St. Francis Activity Center, doors
open at 12:00PM and the Raffle starts at
1:00PM. Light meal is available.

For more information, please contact John
Davis at 814-341-9461.

OLYMPIC BOBSLEDDER COMING TO HOLY
NAME PARISH, EBENSBURG - On Friday
March 20th @ 7:00 PM Holy Name Parish in

Ebensburg, will welcome Notre Dame outstanding
3 x pentathlon NCAA Champion and current

Olympic bobsledder Jadin O'Brien as our parish

Lenten mission leader. She graciously accepted

the invitation through the Catholic Speakers

Organization. She is a devout Catholic who has

shown perseverance through her health
struggles and injuries. She is excited about
coming to visit our parish and school. Please help
spread the word about this upcoming parish
mission; also check out her billboard on Route
22.LET'S ol

SUPPORT PRO-LIFE

“Babies are bits of stardust, blown down from the hand of God"

ABORTION - "Human life must always be
defended from its beginning in the womb and
must be recognized as a gift from God that
guarantees the future of humanity.”




